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ADDITIONAL DOSES OF COVID VACCINE FOR IMMUNOCOMPROMISED 
INDIVIDUALS 

 
GREENE COUNTY, OH -- On August 13, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) advised that an additional, or third dose, of messenger RNA (mRNA) 
Covid-19 vaccine could be given to people who are immunocompromised (have weakened immune systems) 
and have already received two doses of either Moderna or Pfizer vaccine.  
 
The FDA has updated emergency use authorizations for the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines only. At this time, an 
additional dose is not recommended for those who received the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine. Further 
evaluation and guidance specific to that vaccine is pending. 
 
According to the CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), the purpose of the additional 
dose is to strengthen the immune response when a person’s reaction to the initial two-dose vaccine is likely to 
be insufficient. The additional dose is recommended to be given at least 28 days following the completion of the 
primary two-dose series.  
 
It is estimated that less than 3 percent of Ohioans will qualify for an additional dose under the CDC guidelines. 
 
The following conditions qualify someone for an additional dose: 
 

• Active treatment with high-dose corticosteroids (20 milligrams or more of prednisone daily or an 
equivalent) including: 
o alkylating agents 
o antimetabolites 
o cancer chemotherapeutic agents classified as severely immunosuppressive 
o transplant-related immunosuppressive drugs 
o tumor-necrosis (TNF) blockers 
o other biologic agents that are immunosuppressive or immunomodulatory 
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• Advanced or untreated HIV infection 
• Moderate or severe immunodeficiency such as DiGeorge or Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome 
• Received a CAR-T-cell or hematopoietic stem cell transplant and are within two years of transplant or 

taking immunosuppression therapy 
• Received a solid-organ transplant and are presently taking immunosuppressive therapy 
• Undergoing cancer treatment – solid tumors and hematologic malignancies 

 
Anyone requesting an additional dose of vaccine will be advised of the qualifying conditions and will self-attest 
to their own eligibility. 
 
Those seeking an additional dose should contact their primary care provider to discuss their situation and 
potentially schedule an appointment. 
 
The CDC continues to recommend extra precautions for immunocompromised people along with the additional 
dose of vaccine. These include: 
 

• Wearing a mask 
• Maintaining six feet of social distance from those who live outside of their household 
• Avoiding crowds and poorly ventilated indoor spaces 

 
This press release was developed by an AOHC Public Health Preparedness Committee (BTeam) workgroup. 
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